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Wyndmoor teen starts first PA

scoliosis ‘Curvy Glrls chapter

by Sally Cohen

publicity, but June is Scoliosis

Awareness Month. Scoliosis is a
medical condition in which a per-
son, most frequently a female, has an
abnormal lateral curvature of the
spine. On an x-ray, the spine of an
individual with a typical scoliosis
may look more like an “S” or a “C”
than a straight line.

It may be congenimal, Gmsed by
anomalies present at birth or idio-
pathic, sub-classified as infantile,
juvenile, adolescent or adult accord-
ing to when onset occurred. Con-
ventional trearment for scoliosis is
through bracing and/or surgerv. In an
artempt to halt the - progression of the
curve, kids must wear a hard plastic
torso brace for 23 hours a day until
they are finished growing.

Julia Fleming, 15, of Wyndmoor
and a student at Penn Charter,
knows what it’s like to be diagnosed
with scoliosis and wear a back brace.

It hasn’t exactly received a lot of

by Clark Groome

odgers and Hammerstein were
\ at the heart of what has
come known as The Gold-

en Age of the American Musical, the
period between 1943 and the end of
the 1960s that was begun by their
“Oklahoma!” The shows in those
days were all called musical come-
dies, a moniker that wasn’t always
exactly accurate.
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Julia Fleming, age 5, of Wyndmoor
knows what it’s like to be diagnosed
with scoliosis and wear a back brace.
That's why she founded The Curvy
Girls of Phl&delphla, :

ment of wearing a brace to school is
overwhelming to teens, which is why
Julia is determined to help other girls
get through this with peer support.
Julia had the opportunity to atend
Scoliosis Rehab in Wisconsin, where
she learned exercises to s@engthen
her spine. She wants to share her
lmowledge with other “Curvy Fami-

ed to be the hick from Little Rock
she claims to be.

Lawton’s Billis doesn’t really seem
like the constantly-conspiring con
man he is supposed to be, although
he does have some of the show’s best
moments.

Directed by Dennis Razze, PSFs
“South Pacific” is a decent but never
inspifing rendermg of a truly great
musical. Its most glaring weakness is

“South Paczﬁc playmg tfrrough ]uly 3
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Therefore, Julia has started “The
Curvy Girls of Philadelphia,” the

| first Pennsylvania division of the | §

national Curvy Girtls Scoliosis Sup-
port Group, which was recently fea-
mred on Nickelodeon’s TeenNick
HAIO (Helping and Leading Oth-
ers) Awards. Started four years ago by
then 14-year-old Leah Stolz of Long
Island, New York, The Curvy Girls
brings girls together to support one
another at monthly meetings, hospi-
3l visits, and through phone and
intemet contact.

“] want to carry on the message by |
reaching out to other girls,” Julia told
us last week “Ifeel so lucky to have

. the oppommlty to help other girls |

e them feel better about
emsehes and who they are, both |
inside and out! We will be holding |
our first meeting on Aug. 7at l pm. |
at a location in Wyndmoor” .
For more information about the =
national organization, visit www.curvy-
girlsScoliosis.com. For more informa-
tion about the local chapter started by =
Julia andfor the meeting on Aug. 7,
email curvygirlsphilly@gmail.com

New version of ‘South Pacific’ a
tepid mounting of timeless show

energy thar if done right would be
irresistible. Here those numbers were
mediocre.

The PSF “South Pacific” is a tepid
mounting of a timeless and almost
indestructible show. Clearly the
opening night audience was thrilled
by what they saw. Its too bad that
they didn't see it at its best.

For tickets to the Pennsylvama

Shakespeare Festival's production of




